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Three Last Things I Want To Say To You 
“Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
~ Delivered at DHBC on June 7, 2015 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Please open your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 15.  READ 1-8. 
o Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this 
gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. 
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on 
to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to 
the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some 
have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 
8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

Ø Well we have finished our series in Revelation 2-3.  I have three more Sundays to 
speak to you.  So I am going to begin a new series that I am simply calling, 
“Three last things I want to say to you.”   

o Here is the first thing I want to say to you: keep the main thing the main 
thing. 

Ø There is always a danger in the Christian life and in the church to allow the main 
thing to become a side thing.  It happens all the time.   

o You know the main thing has lost its place in your life when you lack joy, 
when you have no heart for lost people, when you are not generous with 
your money, or when things like vacations and recreation seem more 
exciting than God. 

§ You know a church has forgotten the main thing when its people 
are just going through motions, when they are always fighting with 
each other, or when they care more about the style of music than 
heartfelt worship of God. 

Ø The famous author, George Orwell, once said, “Sometimes the first duty of 
intelligent [people] is the restatement of the obvious.”  I’m not sure how 
intelligent I am but this morning I aim to restate the obvious. 

o I love this church and never want to see it sidetracked.  So while I still 
have a voice I aim to restate the main thing about Christianity in order that 
you would keep the main thing the main thing. 

§ So let’s develop this message with three questions: First, what is 
the main thing?  Second, why is it the main thing?  Third, how do 
we keep the main thing the main thing? 

 
WHAT IS THE MAIN THING? 

Ø So let’s begin then by asking, (SHOW SLIDE) “What is the main thing?” 
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o How would you answer that?  What is Christianity all about?  Christians 
and non-Christians are always mixing up this answer.  As a result, both 
often miss the real meaning and heart of Christianity.  

Ø Well look with me at verse 3.  Paul writes to the Corinthians these words.  READ 
3a - For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance.   

o Christianity teaches many things but not all its teachings are of “first 
importance”.  Paul says there are certain teachings that are the very heart 
of Christianity.  Without these teachings Christianity loses its heart.  
Christianity ceases to be Christian. 

Ø We will see that this teaching has to do with the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
But we cannot talk about this until we see that Paul uses a specific word to 
describe the death and resurrection of Jesus.   

o Look back at verses 1-2.  READ 1-2 - Now, brothers, I want to remind 
you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in 
vain. 

§ The key word here is “gospel”, which means “good news.”  Paul 
says he had preached good news to them.  This good news is about 
Jesus.  The Corinthians had received this news and Paul wants to 
stress to them in verse 3 that this news is of first importance.  That 
is why in verse 2 he says they most hold firmly to it; they must 
keep it at the centre.  They must keep the main thing the main 
thing. 

Ø So what is the main thing about Christianity?  Here is the answer.  (SHOW 
SLIDE) The main thing about Christianity is that it is good news, not good 
advice.  If you miss this you miss everything.   

o It is not that Christianity does not offer good advice.  It does.  But the 
advice is all a result of the news.  Let me explain the difference.   

§ (SHOW SLIDE) Good advice tells you what you should do in 
order to improve your life.  Like, “eat a balanced diet” and you 
will reduce your risk of various diseases.   

§ Good news is very different. (SHOW SLIDE) Good news is an 
announcement that something has wonderful has happened that 
transforms the present and the future.  Advice is something you 
must do.  News is something that has been done – you can only 
respond to it. 

• Good news is the letter that says, “Congratulations you 
have been accepted to our university.”  It is the call from 
the company that says, “You got the job.”  It is that 
moment when she says, “honey, I’m pregnant.” 

Ø In Jesus’ day and Paul’s day people were very used to hearing this word “gospel” 
but on a bigger scale.  Let me give you the clearest example.  When Julius Caesar 
died, two other men vied to be emperor of the Roman Empire.  The first was 
Octavian, who was Caesar’s adopted son and heir.  The second was Mark Antony. 
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o A crucial battle took place at sea on September 2, 33 B.C.  Octavian’s 
navy defeated Antony’s.  Antony fled to Egypt with his mistress Cleopatra 
where they both committed suicide. 

Ø Now imagine you are a loyal Octavian supporter and or perhaps even a family 
member.  As you live in Rome you are anxiously awaiting the news of the battle.  
Clearly the entire future of the empire and probably your own life rests on this 
event. 

o And then a herald arrives in Rome and cries out, “Good news! Octavian 
has won a great victory!  He is now master and king of the whole 
Roman world!”   

Ø Let’s break this down to understand the various elements of good news. 
o First, something wonderful has already happened.  Octavian has won.   
o Second, the backstory explains why what happened is not just news but 

good news. 
§ For decades the Roman Empire had been ripped apart by civil war.  

All that bloodshed and distress is over.  It is truly good news. 
o Third, as a result of what happened there is something wonderful that will 

yet happen in the future. 
§ Octavian has won the victory.  As a result, Octavian will soon 

return in triumph to Rome.  When he arrives he will punish his 
enemies, reward his faithful supporters, and bring peace and justice 
to the Empire. But he will need to complete his victory and 
conquer a few enemies that still resist in places like Egypt. 
Historically, it was two more years before Octavian returned to 
Rome and brought peace to the Empire.   

§ So if you lived in Rome during those two years you would live in 
the intermediate time; the time between the event that had already 
happened (his decisive victory over Antony) and the event that will 
yet happen (his return to Rome to make things right).   

o So something has happened, the backstory explains it, and something will 
happen.  But in the fourth place, the present moment is radically 
transformed.  Even if there was still strife in Rome you would live with a 
great sense of hope because Octavian had won and would soon return to 
make things right.  You would live your whole life in light of the fact that 
he won and was returning.  This is how the word “gospel” is to be 
understood.  Christianity is first of all about good news, not good advice. 

Ø So this should help many of you because most people think that you become a 
Christian by stopping certain things (like sleeping with your girlfriend) and 
starting certain rituals (like going to church, obeying the ten commandments, and 
giving away your money). To most people, the main thing about Christianity is 
that it is a set of rules and rituals that should be followed. 

o In other words, they see it as advice that, if followed, will make a person a 
Christian.  But this is to miss the main thing about Christianity.  The main 
thing about Christianity is that God has done something in history that is 
so wonderful, so earth shattering, so breathtaking, that it changes 
everything about the present and the future.   
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§ Becoming a Christian means receiving and embracing this good 
news.  The news is so wonderful that it will impact things like your 
sexual behaviours.  But it impacts it like getting married impacts 
your sexual behaviours.  When you get married you commit to 
have sex with only your spouse.  But it is not this rule that makes 
you married.  The rule flows out of the life-altering good news that 
she said yes or he asked you to marry him.  This news is so 
wonderful that it impacts your sexual behaviours in the present and 
the future. 

Ø Becoming a Christian is not first of all about doing certain things.  It is first of all 
about receiving and embracing the good news of what God has done in Jesus. 

o The main thing about Christianity is that it is good news, not good advice.  
This is what is of first importance. 

 
WHY IS IT THE MAIN THING? 

Ø Let’s turn now to the second question: (SHOW SLIDE) why is it the main thing?  
Why is the good news about Jesus’ death and resurrection the main thing in 
Christianity?   

o It is the backstory that tells us why the news is so good.  Without the 
backstory it just seems bizarre to think the death of some peasant man on a 
cross should change our lives today.  It’s like if I tell you about a 
newspaper headline that declares, “It’s Over!”  You will say, “What is 
over?  Why should I care?”  But what if we live in 1945 and this headline 
is declaring that WWII is over?  Now it is suddenly very good news that 
affects everyone’s lives.   

§ In the same way, Christians and non-Christians often 
misunderstand the main thing about Christianity because they 
don’t know the backstory that shows why the news is such good 
news.  So why is it good news that Jesus died and rose? 

Ø So look with me at verses 3-5.  READ 3-5 - For what I received I passed on to 
you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 

o Paul clearly states that the main thing about Christianity is the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  But they are part of a larger story for notice Paul 
says they are both “according to the scriptures.”  This can refer to the fact 
that specific scriptures foretold the death and resurrection but it is better 
understood to mean that the entire story of the scriptures was leading up to 
these events. 

§ Also, notice that Paul also does not say, “Jesus died for our sins.”  
He says, “Christ.”  Christ means “Messiah” or “God’s chosen 
one.”  Clearly Paul believes Jesus is the Messiah but by saying 
Jesus is God’s Messiah, Paul is bringing in the entire backstory. 

Ø So what is this backstory of the scriptures that makes the good news of 
Christianity so good?  Here it is in a nutshell.  Although God created humanity to 
live with him on the earth, people turned away from their Creator to live for 
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themselves.  The Bible calls this sin.  The result is that we lost the presence of 
God.  Furthermore, we are incapable of ruling ourselves and so have filled the 
earth with violence, tears, mourning, and pain.   

o Despite all of this, our Creator graciously promised that one day he would 
send a man – His chosen one, His Messiah – to make all the wrongs right.  
God promised that through this Messiah he would deal with our sins, 
conquer death, renew the earth, and dwell with his people forever. 

Ø All this came to a decisive moment in history.  God sent His Son to the earth.  The 
Son of God took on human flesh and God walked among us.  His death is of first 
importance because through it he defeated our sin that kept us from God.   

o His resurrection is of first importance because he conquered death itself. 
Furthermore, as Paul will argue in this chapter, Jesus’ resurrection is the 
proof that God’s new creation has begun.  Jesus is the firstfruits of a future 
resurrection harvest when God will raise all who love Jesus. 

Ø You see, Jesus is God’s king.  In his death and resurrection something wonderful 
has happened.  He defeated our enemies.  Because of this something wonderful 
will happen, namely, that the king will soon return to the earth.  A day is coming 
when he will return in triumph.  He will punish those who oppose him.  He will 
reward those who faithfully served him.  And he will set up his kingdom on the 
earth where he will reign forever and ever. We live in the intermediate time.   

o So why is the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection the main thing?  
Answer: (SHOW SLIDE) it is only through Jesus’ death and resurrection 
that we can enter into God’s work of renewing all things. 

§ How else can you have your sins forgiven?  How else can you 
defeat death?  How else can you gain a body that can dwell on 
God’s new earth?  What God has done through Jesus is the most 
breathtaking, earth shattering good news because there is a way to 
be rescued from sin and enter into God’s new creation order. 

Ø So the main things about Christianity is that God has done something in history.  
You and I are part of a huge story.  The history of the world is one grand story.  It 
is a story in which all seemed lost; a story where there was no hope.  Death 
reigned.   

o But God did something.  Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, God 
conquered sin, Satan, and death.  Through Jesus God has begun a new 
world order – an order where peace reigns, where justice reigns, and 
where people dwell with their Creator.   

§ This is why we must keep the main thing the main thing. 
 
BELIEVE THE GOOD NEWS 

Ø Now that we have established what the main thing is and why it is the main thing, 
let’s turn in the final place to the practical question of (SHOW SLIDE) how do 
we keep the main thing the main thing?  

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) First, keep the main thing the main thing by believing the good 
news. 

o Perhaps some of you are realizing that you have always misunderstood 
Christianity.  You’ve seen it as rituals and rules rather than first and 
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foremost as news that changes everything.  Perhaps you now see how 
wonderful this good news is.  What should you do?  Jesus’ first public 
sermon was this: “The time has come…the kingdom of God is near.  
Repent and believe the good news!”   

§ In other words, Jesus was saying that with his coming all God’s 
promises about this kingdom of peace and justice were about to 
come true.  This is such good news that the only proper response is 
to align yourself with what has happened and what will happen.  
Believe the good news.  Don’t be caught on the wrong side when 
the King returns in triumph. 

 
CONTINUING TO BELIEVE THE GOOD NEWS 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Second, keep the main thing the main thing by continuing to 
believe the good news.  

o In verses 1-2 Paul is calling the Corinthian Christians to keep on believing 
it.  To hold firmly to the good news.  Why?  Because it is the only news 
that can save humanity.  Paul warns them that if they let go of it or change 
it they will have believed in vain.  So Paul is calling these Christians to 
hold firmly to it – to keep on believing it. 

Ø Do you see it then?  The good news is just as much for Christians as it is for non-
Christians. Many times Christians think the gospel is for non-Christians and think 
that once you believe it then you move on to discipleship topics.  It is what gets 
you in but once you are in then you move beyond it. But notice Paul is preaching 
the gospel to the Corinthian Christians.   

o JD Greear puts it like this: “For many evangelicals the gospel has 
functioned solely as a rite into Christianity; it is the prayer we pray to 
begin our relationship with Jesus; the diving board off of which we 
jump into the pool of Christianity.  After we get into the pool, we get into 
the real stuff of Christianity: mastering good principles for our 
marriage; learning rules and regulations of how to behave.”1 

§ Timothy Keller seeks to correct this misunderstanding when he 
writes, “The gospel is not just the ABCs but the A to Z of the 
Christian life. It is inaccurate to think the gospel is what saves 
non-Christians, and then Christians mature by trying hard to live 
according to biblical principles. It is more accurate to say that we 
are saved by believing the gospel, and then we are transformed in 
every part of our minds, hearts, and lives by believing the gospel 
more and more deeply as life goes on.”2   

Ø Every Christian and every church then must learn what it means to daily live in 
light of the good news.  We are so prone to forget how earth shattering this news 
really is.  We must work to ensure it is of first importance. 

o This is why we started practicing the Lord’s Supper every week.  It is a 
memory aid – it reminds us of the good news.  This is why we carefully 

                                                
1 J.D. Greear, Gospel: Recovering the Power that Made Christianity Revolutionary (Nashville: B&H 
Publishing Group, 2011), 21. 
2 Keller, Location 1084. 
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choose songs that continually bring the good news before us.  This is why 
every sermon either works toward the good news or shows how we live in 
light of the good news.  This is why you must ensure your leaders are 
people who know the gospel, love the gospel, and live the gospel. 

§ Keep the main thing the main thing by ensuring it saturates every 
part of the church.  Preach it.  Sing it.  Talk about it.  Study it.  
Memorize it.  Read about it.  Glory in it. 

 
ALIGN YOUR CONDUCT WITH THE GOOD NEWS 

Ø (SHOW SLIDE) Third, keep the main thing the main thing aligning your conduct 
with the good news.   

o Here is where so many Christians and churches get mixed up.  Because 
they assume the good news is for unbelievers they emphasize all the rules 
God gives us.  But this is why you have no power. 

§ The Bible always seeks to transform our conduct on the basis of 
the good news of what God has done for us.  We change not by 
tying harder to keep rules but by grasping how magnificent it is 
that we are part of this good news. 

Ø Think of the Ten Commandments.  How do the Ten Commandments begin?  Do 
they begin with “You shall have no other gods before me”?  No.  They do not 
begin with commands at all.  They begin with good news.   

o They begin with a declaration of good news: “I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”3  God did not 
give Israel the Ten Commandments while they were in slavery in Egypt 
saying, “If you obey these commands I will free you and take you as my 
people.”   

§ The good news is that God freed Israel, made them His people, and 
then called them to live in accordance with their newly liberated 
lives.  We live differently because the news of what God has done 
for us is so earth shattering that it demands a change in our 
conduct.   

Ø So do you want change in a certain area of your life?  Change happens not just by 
trying harder or memorizing God’s rule.  Change happens when you apply the 
good news to that area.  It is the news of what Jesus did that changes your heart. 

o The Christian who struggles to forgive is called to remember the gospel 
for we are to “forgive as the Lord forgave you.”  Christians learn to love 
one another by recalling that, “since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another.”4  We are to live sexually pure lives, not simply 
because God commands us to, but because we “were bought at a price.”5 
Husbands learn to love their wives more deeply by going deeper into the 
implications of the news that “Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her.”6   

                                                
3 Exodus 20:2. 
4 2 John 4:11. 
5 2 Corinthians 6:20. 
6 Ephesians 5:25. 
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§ When Paul wants to motivate the Corinthian Christians to give to 
the poor he does not make them feel guilty about their wealth but 
rather melts their hearts with the gospel: “For you know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might 
become rich.”7   

§ When Peter’s racism keeps him from eating with Gentiles Paul 
rebukes him because he was “not acting in line with the truth of 
the gospel.”  The good news is that Jesus came to rescue people 
from all tribes and nations.  Peter needed that message to go deeper 
into him in order to change his racism. 

Ø Do you see it then?  We are not change simply by trying harder or by getting 
more advice on how to live.  We are changed when the gospel is the main thing in 
our lives and in the church – when the good news captures our hearts. 

o This is why it is so important that all parts of the church are shaped by the 
gospel.  Sunday School, sermons, music – they must all keep the main 
thing the main thing because just teaching people moral lessons does not 
change them.  We are changed when we behold the glory of the Lord. 

§ Is the good news the main thing in your life?  Do you believe it?  
Are you continuing to believe it?  What area of your life do you 
need to align with it?  May God enable you to keep the main thing 
the main thing. 

 
  

                                                
7 2 Corinthians 8:9. 


